Gothic Revival (1840–1880)
Identifying features-Gables commonly decorated
with vergeboards, steeply pitched roof, pointed
arch shaped windows, wall surface extending into
gable without break, one-story, front porch
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Italianate (1840–1885)
Identifying features-Two or three stories,
low-pitched roof, wide, overhanging eaves
supported by decorative brackets, tall,
narrow windows commonly arched
and elaborated with decorative crowns

Queen Anne Victorian (1880–1910)
Identifying features-Asymmetrical facade,
steeply pitched roof, patterned shingles,
bay windows, turrets/towers,
full-width front porch

Shingle Victorian (1880–1910)
Identifying features-Shingled walls,
asymmetrical facade, steeply pitched,
cross gabled roof, extensive porches

Folk Victorian (1870–1910)
Identifying features-Asymmetrical facade,
front porch with spindlework detailing,
simple house form, often single-story
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NOTE:
This tour is
intended to
be a street
side tour.
Please do
not enter
any private
property
unless
advised by
Commission
members.
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Walking Tour
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Meeting Point:
First Methodist Church, 718 Clay St.
Mile-long Tour (approx. 1 hour)
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Second Empire Victorian (1855–1885)
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Colonial Revival (1880–1955)

Identifying features-Side-gabled, steeply pitched
roof, half-timbering, overhanging second story, tall,
narrow windows, prominent chimney, rounded
or arched front door
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Clay St

Tudor Revival (1890–1940)
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Craftsman (1905–1930)
Low-pitched gable roof, deep eaves,
full-width front porch, exposed roof rafters,
decorative beams or braces under roofline,
full or partial width front porch

August 18, 2022 @ 6:30 p.m.

Parking lot: NE corner of Clay & W. 8th Sts.

Identifying features-Mansard roof with dormer
windows, eaves with decorative brackets
Identifying features-Symmetrical facade,
one-story, full width front porch, classical front
porch columns, hipped or gabled dormers
usually present, two-story pilasters

Cedar Falls Historic Preservation
Commission & Partners present:

THE LAWN CITY NEIGHBORHOOD

Meeting Point:
First Methodist Church
Washington St

Below are architectural styles in the
Lawn City Neighborhood.

Get a chance to hear historical information
and living experience from homeowners.

The Lawn City Neighborhood District
is significant because it calls attention
to the upbuilding of Cedar Falls’ central
residential neighborhood. The area
contains a wide variety of housing types
and scale, architectural influences, periods
of construction, and building materials, and
these various elements
are strongly unified by the grid system
of the neighborhood’s streets.
In the early years of the 20th century,
community boosters popularly described
Cedar Falls as “Lawn City.” The residential
properties they were describing comprised
the blocks of homes within the area discussed
here. The Lawn City neighborhood exhibits
a wide range of architectural styles and
periods of construction. The area is significant
because it calls attention to the use
of quality building materials, a relatively
high level of architectural detail, a certain
uniformity of scale, and the predominance of
single family residences.
Information provided by CF Historical Society,
Daryl Andersen and Tom Connors.

808 Washington St. Built in 1904, this house is

920 Washington St. An early version of the

1117 Washington St. This house is in the Colonial

809 Washington St. This home was built by

1007 Washington St. This is a two story gable front

1117 Clay St. This home was built in 1905 in a

815 Washington St. This two story Queen Anne

1010 Washington St. This is a classic American Four

1109 Clay St. This house is a restrained example

822 Washington St. This two story Queen Anne

1017 Washington St. This house was built by

1103 Clay St. The house is a modified Tudor,

903 Washington St. Built in 1903 by Henry Gilkey,

1022 Washington St. This 2 ½ story, frame, single

1020 Clay St. This home was built ca. 1914 by

919 Washington St. This home was built in 1945

1107 Washington St. This house was built in

1021 Clay St. This is one of the few Gothic Revival

a Queen Anne style of the Free Classic subtype with
double classical columns supporting the front porch
roof indicating a colonial revival influence. The original
porch has been restored to the front of the house based
on a 1909 picture postcard of the home.The facade also
features a front facing gable, conical tower, curved,
leaded glass window.

Charles A Wise around 1874 in the Second Empire style.
Originally this house had a mansard roof, typical of the
Second Empire style. This type of roof was economical
because there was no wasted space in the attic.
Unfortunately the third floor was seriously damaged
by fire and had to be removed.

house was built around 1895 by William Dugane and his
wife Anna, and was considered to be one of the most
beautiful in town. Notable is the two story corner tower
with pyramidal roof capping a second story porch with
delicate Vvictorian detail closely related to Eastlake
ornamentation. The front entry porch is also delicately
detailed in the same ornamentation style with spindle
work columns, scrollwork frieze and balustrade as well
as gable stick work.
home was built around 1886 by Peter Melendy. The
porch roof contains a front-gabled portion with lattice
decoration which tends to signify the entrance to the
porch. However, the entrance is actually at the porch
corner which is likely a later modification. Leaded
glass is still intact in the front door, dining room,
and living room.

this two story house is very eclectic, exhibiting a variety
of stylistic influences, from Prairie to Colonial Revival and
even Craftsman style. The plan is basically American Four
Square. It has wide, boxed eave overhangs (Prairie-Style),
pedimented gables in the dormers (Colonial Revival), and
projecting beams under the upper, overhanging rafters
(Craftsman). This house has been occupied by the
Board of Education, but was returned to a private
residence in 1986.
by Dr. R.L and Lillian Nielsen. It is aTudor Revival in halftimber, stucco, and stone with the steep roofline typical
of that style. The large lot is beautifully landscaped and
features a courtyard, hidden from view behind large
bushes for privacy.

American Box type with hip roof and a flare at the eaves.
Additional stylistic detail occurs at the fall away bay to
the side, indicating a carry over from the Queen Anne
style. The single story front porch with spindlework
columns and decorative wood tracery at the capitals
are also typical of Queen Anne.

and wing house with a single story front porch filling
in the “L”. The square columns and elaborate flattened
arch frieze between the columns indicate an Italianate
influence. The bay window also indicates a subdued
Italianate influence. The single windows on all elevations
have pedimented heads with Victorian or Carpenter
Gothic scrollwork. The front porch balustrade shows
a Victorian influence with spindlework balusters.

Square with a two-story, simple rectangular floor plan.
The house has a hipped roof with flared eaves and similar
hip roof dormers. The porch has classical columns and
decorative porch skirting. This was a very popular style
of house from the 1890’s through the 1930s and is named
such because the first floor usually contained four rooms
or squares (hall, parlor, dining room, and kitchen).

Edward Townsend during the 1878–1884 period. This
house begins with a Queen Anne floor plan consisting of
a main rectangle with low pitched hip roof and gabled
side projections. The prominent brackets under the main
roof eaves show an Italianate influence as do the heavy,
pedimented window heads which continue partially
down the side (a feature shared with Gothic Revival).
This is one of Cedar Falls’ most distinctive houses.

family home features a steeply pitched hipped roof. The
roof configuration and general massing place this house
within the Queen Anne style. Roger Leavitt purchased
this property in 1889 or thereabouts. The house appears,
stylistically, to date from the 1890s. The back room was
added in the early 1900s.

1876 and was Peter Melendy’s first house. This house
is not purely Italianate as there are no brackets under
the eaves or the two story portion. It has the feel of an
Italianate house with a plan in the form of an elongated
Greek cross. The side bay window has brackets that are
definitive Italianate in character. The windows are both
single and double versions with heavy crowned, flat
lintels, classical in appearance and one of the optional
stylistic features of Italianate.

Revival Style and was constructed in 1908 by Bley and
Robinson for Samuel Orwell Bailey. This house has both
a front gambrel roof and side gabled roof. The eave
shows a kick, which is a defining feature of the Colonial
Revival Dutch Style. The front porch with classically
influenced columns set on elaborate piers is ticked
under the main roof of the front facing gable. This
gable exhibits a palladian window indicative of the
later Colonial Styles and the Colonial Revival Style.
distinctive Shingle Style with Richardson Romanesque,
Queen Anne, and Oriental Influences. It retains a few
elements of the late 19th century Queen Anne style,
including the second story bay window and large
veranda. The shingled wall and roof surfaces define
the Shingle Style which is emphasized by the wide
main entry porch Romanesque arch which is supported
by shingled continuations. The circular cutout in the
front porch arch supports are unique.
of the Queen Anne style, yet features many of the
architectural details typical of that style. The full-width
porch is supported by columns with decorative motifs,
the fascia and top gable of the steeply pitched roof
exhibit the decorative trim work typical of the style.
This house was built ca. 1890, most likely by William
and Mary (Wood) Christie, the first recorded residents
who were living here as early as 1895.

exhibiting the decorative half-timbering, dominant
chimney, and steeply pitched roof of that style and was
built between 1930–1934 by John P. Berg and his wife,
Edyth Schuneman Berg. Another feature of the home
is the overhanging second story. John P. Berg worked
as a druggist, in addition to serving in the Iowa Senate
in 1934–1954.

Dr. Frank H. and Emma (Ross) Cutler. Dr. Cutler practiced
medicine and surgery in Iowa for 45 years, 32 of those
years in Cedar Falls, from 1895 to 1928. This stuccoed
home is a fine example of the Craftsman Style which is
characterized by low-pitched gabled roofs with deep
eaves and porches with columns whose piers extend
from roofline to ground level without breaks.

homes in Cedar Falls. This home was built by Fitzroy
Sessions in 1867. The family lived in the home for an
unknown number of years. It became the home of
another prominent citizen, Roger Leavitt. Nine gables
accent this home with scroll barge board and a steep
roof outline. This brick one and a half story house has a
t-shaped plan. Two wall dormers exist with details to
match the main roofs. The original two porches facing
11th St. are lost.

