Don’t Trash Your Construction Site
PREVENT STORMWATER POLLUTION

Did you know that trash is considered stormwater pollution?
Uncontained trash is prohibited on construction sites in Iowa per
Iowa DNR’s General Permit No. 2.

Why?
Trash is harmful to the environment
and aquatic life.
Iowa is the fifth windiest state!
Trash left unprotected to the
elements can travel great distances.
A common place for trash to settle is
in local creeks, streams, rivers, and
lakes because it enters the storm
sewer system in urban areas and
travels downstream.

What can you do?
1

Don’t litter! Keep a bag in your
vehicle and dispose of trash
immediately.
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5
Use a roll-off container on the
construction site to dispose of
all trash and construction debris.
6
Cover the roll-off on-site with a
weighted tarp to prevent trash
from blowing away.

3

4 Schedule frequent roll-off emptying
with a waste handling company before it
overflows.
Check storm drain intakes in the street
for not only sediment but also trash.
Consider reaching out to the Iowa Waste
Exchange to find people interested in
wood scraps, or other construction
materials.

Ensure your workers and contractors are picking up their trash!
Littering is a big issue and one that reflects poorly on construction projects.
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Microplastics: A Growing Issue in Iowa
DON’T BE PART OF THE PROBLEM

New research discovers microplastic pollution in NW Iowa
Trash that is generated by construction sites remains on the landscape or in waterbodies
for a long time before it degrades or moves downstream.
Fish, turtles, and frogs can get entangled in large trash pieces, which
can be potentially harmful if ingested. Many of the plastics in waste
remain on the landscape or in the environment for a long time
and eventually break up into tiny pieces called microplastics.
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Students and researchers at Buena Vista University near
Storm Lake, Iowa have recently found tiny pieces of plastic
polluting the shores of lakes in northwest Iowa. “When we go
Most Commonly Littered Items
walking on those beaches, we’re walking on sand but we’re also
Source: NOAA
walking on microplastics, we’re walking on pollution,” one of the lead
researchers noted. (Beaker Photo by Ben Maas, www.BVU.edu)
The research highlights the impact of littering right here in Iowa. Construction site managers can
be part of the solution by keeping their construction sites tidy and covering trash containers with
a weighted tarp or other cover. Ensuring that your site is protected from periods of high winds
can prevent stormwater pollution and keep neighbors, and prospective buyers, happy
during construction.

"It was eye opening for us all to learn that even in northwest Iowa
we have microplastic pollution, which will help raise awareness
on this important issue." - Dr. Ben Maas, Buena Vista University

Learn More @
www.IowaStormwater.org

