Black Hawk County Assessors website step
by step tutorial of the most frequently
asked questions:
Getting started:
Once on the website (http://www2.co.black-hawk.ia.us/website/bhmap/viewer.htm) you can
search for the property in question by its address or parcel number. Accordingly, click on ‘Parcel
ID’ or ‘Address’, fill in the search information, and click ‘submit’. If you don’t know either but
know the location of the property you can use the

icon to zoom in and the

icon to pan.

Both the zoom and pan icons are located under Map Tools. To select a property, select the
icon in the Map Tools than click on the property.

Once you have entered the address you should see a similar image to the one below. The red
lines represent property lines. The parcel highlighted in yellow in the middle of your screen is
the property you searched for. Check the ‘Summary of Data’ to make sure the selected property
is correct. Note: you may need to reduce the size of the sites window in order for the image to
appear.

Finding the Zoning of the property:
In ‘Layers’ use the scroll bar to go to the bottom of the layers list. Zoning will be the second to
last item. Check the box next to Zoning and then scroll back up with the scroll bar and hit
‘Refresh Map’

You should see a screen similar to the one below. From here click on the
icon under Map
Tools and then click on the property you’re interested in. The zoning of the property will
appear where the Summary of Data currently is.

Find the lot dimensions and legal description of a property:
Once you have entered the address of your property click on the ‘Detailed Report’. A Black
Hawk County Detailed Parcel Report will pop up. Close to the bottom of the report there will
be a ‘Land’ and ‘Legal’ category. In that you will find the dimensions of your lot and the
complete legal description of that lot. The detailed report also includes other useful
information, such as: tax mailing address, most recent building improvements to the lot, tax
assessments, year the structure was originally built, building square footage, and sales.

Getting a visual of the lot and taking measurements
If not already on a screen similar to the one below, click the
icon in Map Tools and then on
the lot you’re interested in. To get an Arial view of your lot, use the scroll bar to go to the
bottom of the layers list. Aerial photos will be the last item. Check the box next to Aerial photos
and then scroll back up with the scroll bar and hit ‘Refresh Map’.

Once you have completed these steps you should see an image similar to the one below. You
can use the

icon under Map Tools to zoom in.

To get measurements click on the
icon under Map Tools. With this icon
activated you can measure the distance
between two points by clicking on those
point on the map. The distance
between the two points will appear in
the right corner of the screen, a red line
will show the area measured. To start
you measurement over, click the
icon. Note: these measurements are not
100% accurate. To find exactly where
the property lines fall on your property
please contact a surveyor.

